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Speaking about science and scientific research to a non-expert audience can be challenging.
This is especially true when you want to communicate your own research, in which you have
immersed for months, if not years, and have so far talked about only with interested and
competent colleagues. Accurate language selection, careful choice of the most important
aspects of the scientific study, and a more nuanced knowledge of the target audience are key
elements for a successful communication. Researchers can enter the communication cycle at
different points and with different roles. They can address directly the audience, or they can
talk about their work to intermediaries, such as science journalists or communication officers.
During this eight-hour workshop, participants will engage in different type of communication
activities, with simulated oral interviews and a writing exercise. The simulated interviews are
intended to guide participants in writing a popular science article about a study carried out by
GSSI researchers in their field. The workshop is aimed at scientists with wide-ranging
experience, from PhD students to more senior researchers.

Chiara Sabelli is a science writer. She contributes regularly to Nature Italy, Nature’s regional
website dedicated to Italian research. Her works have appeared in a variety of outlets, both
in English and Italian, from Italian daily newspapers to specialized magazines, such as
Scienza in rete. She also works as a communication officer for an EU funded project on data-
driven cancer research. She holds a PhD in theoretical physics from Sapienza, University of
Rome, and has worked in quantitative finance for some years.



